NAVAJEEVAN AT A GLANCE

VIJAYAWADA

A Brief History of Navajeevan’s Project with Street Based Children in Vijayawada City

In the year 1989, the Municipal Corporation of Vijayawada invited the Salesian Community of Don Bosco to open a shelter for the rehabilitation of street children in the city, replicating the model street children shelter “Snehabhavan” at cochin, Kerala run by the Salesian Community.

A plot of land, very close to Vijayawada railway Station, was leased by the Corporation for the purpose.

30-01-1989: Fr. Jandyala Shankar, Major, Vijayawada Municipal Corporation laid foundation stone for the shelter.  Fr. Roy, SDB undertook the construction of the shelter with the help from the Corporation and UNICEF.

24-02-1990:  Mr. Rajesh Sharma, District Collector, Krishna District, inaugurated the shelter with the name ‘Snehabhavan’.

Fr. Roy could not do all the activities that the Corporation wanted due to the paucity of funds.  Lack of proper objective, planning and the needed team members added fuel to the fire.  It was more or less a one man army.  This led to the closure of the structure in January 1992, accelerated by the then ‘political’ slant of some of the local leaders involved.  However, the Salesian Community, though in a low key, continued the work for the cause of street children.

In fact, it was an indeed a blessing in disguise.  Fr. Thomas Koshy, the then Rector of the Salesian Community took direct control of the situation.  Slowly he and his team could build up a better rapport with the Corporation and the concerned local leaders and officials.  Meanwhile, a definite work plan was developed preceded by the drafting of a clear – cut objective of reaching out to children of the street and to motivate them away from their ‘street addiction’ and to help them to be self-reliant and responsible citizens.  Also, it was decided to register an organization independently of ‘Our Lady of Assumption’ parish at Pezzonipet, the parent organization.

23-01-1993:  The shelter programme was re-opened with Fr. Thomas Koshy as its Director with a new name – ‘Navajeevan Bala Bhavan’.

Navajeevan received the National Award For Child Welfare – 1996.

In 1997, the Government of Andhra Pradesh recognized Navajeevan Bala Bhavan as a Fit Institution.

Seeing the remarkable work done by Navajeevan for the cause of street children, the Muncipal Corporation again invited the Salesians of Don Bosco to start a project for rescue and rehabilitation of these child labourers at Autonagar, as a pilot project, to develop a replicable model to tackle the menace of child labour in the whole of the city.

With this objective, in November 1997, “BALA VIKASA KENDRA” (translated in English as “Center for Child Development”) was started at Auto Technicians’ Association Hall.  Later, in 1999, Navajeevan constructed a small building for the purpose on a plot of land given by the Municipal Corporation, and shifted the center which has been ever since the hub of all anti-child labour related activities of Navajeevan.

13-02-98: Inauguration of new Yuva Bhavan building at Ramanagar, replacing the temporary hut.

31-12-99: Chiguru – Navajeevan Children’s Village was inaugurated, at a 5 acre plot at Venkatapalen, Tadepalli mandel, Guntur district.  It is a serene rural environment, located 7 kilometers away from Vijayawada on the banks of river Krishna; very conducive setting for healing and re-building the damaged psyche of a former street child.  Children from I to VII Classes live in separate cottages, which are Foster Care Homes, looked after by trained and experienced ladies who play the role of foster mothers.  For the last five years, these children attended the government primary school located in the nearby village.  Since this academic year 2005, Navajeevan started its own coaching for children in English medium up to V class.

16-12-02: De-addition Programme – ‘Vimukthi’ – for street children addicted to substances was launched (unofficially) in a rented house at Nunna, 8 kms. Away from the city.  In preparation, a 3-day awareness workshop for the children addicted from different substances was conducted at Chiguru.

27-03-04: 24 acres of mango orchard was bought at Ponsanpalli, Nuzvid to House De-addiction Center (Vimukthi).  A new building is being constructed for the purpose.

14-10-2004: Navajeevan was erected as a full fledged Salesian Community.  Fr. Thomas Koshy was made the first Rector of the Community with three confreres – Bro. Arogyam, Bro. Thomas Aquinas and Bro. Chinnappa.

VISION

To strive towards the creation of a child-friendly society where all the young in difficult situation are ensured of their rights – Non Discrimination & Best Interests of the Child & Right to Life, Survival and Development & Right to Participation – as enshrined in United Nations ‘ Convention on the Rights of the Child.

MISSION

Navajeevan works towards the rescue, advocacy and promotion of the rights of street and working children and their orientation and enabling them to be self-reliant and responsiple citizens.

Navajeevan realizes this task by welcoming children with unconditional positive regard into an ambient, without domination of any sort, where they participate as partners in the various processes that facilitate their emotional healing and growth in a family atmosphere.

Navajeevan realizes that this vision of ensuring the rights of the young in difficult situation needs intervention at macro level, and hence, the need to build up macro level linkages for effective advocacy, lobbying and policy revisions.

ACTIVITIES

At a time, as on date (May 27, 2005) Navajeevan takes care of more than 1550 children, under its rehabilitation and awareness creation programmes for Street & Working Children.

1.  Programme For Street Children

Street Presence

Peer Educators’ Training Programme

Round the Clock Shelter for Street Children Below 14 Years

Two Night Shelters for Senior Street Children / Youth (Needa and Venella)

Working Youth Hostel (Vruthy Bhavan)

Counselling & Home Integration

Prerana (Re-Orientation Camp for Junior Street Children below 14 years)

Velugu (Re-Orientation Camp for Senior Street Children below 14 years)

Vimukthi – De-addiction Center

Yuva Bhavan – Home for Skills Trainees above 15 years

Vocational Training Center

Medical Care – Infirmary

Chiguru – Children’s Village

Boy’s Home for High School Children

Peer Home for College Students

Computer Lab – providing training in computer applications (also to youth from outside) & motivating camp children thorough creative educational packages.

II. Bala Vikasa Kendram – Programme For Child Workers At Autonagar Industiral Estate

Family Counselling and Follow-up of child workers in Autonagar industrial estate and its satellite villages.

Residential Bridge Course for former girl-child workers (Sethu)

Residential Bridge Course for former boy-child (Mettu)

Day Bridge Course for child workers at Autonagar (Vruthy – Vidya)

Four Pre-schools as part of prevention of child labour

Daily Supplementary Nutrition

Livelihood Advancement Skills Training for senior girl-children

Education Scholarship for 645 former Child Workers, enrolled at regular schools through bridge course

Bala Sangahas (Children’s Round Clubs)

Street Theater Troupe by Bala Sangha members

